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Initial Assessment of Spinal Injury

Mechanism
of Injury

Clinical Criteria

Positive Mechanisms:
o Hiﬂh-Speed MvC

e Falls > Three Times Patient's
Height
* Axial load

¢ Diving Accidents

® Penetrating Wound In or Near
Spinal Column

®  Sports Injuries to Head or
Neck

e Unconscious Trauma Patient

Apply Manual
Stabilization
Until Exam
Complete

Y

| SPINAL PAIN OR TENDERNESS? ]—,e—,

Reliable Patient Is:

Calm

Cooperative

Sober

Alert

Without Distracting
Injuries

[ MOTOR AND SENSORY EXAM ]—>

Negative
Spinal Injury:
SMR NOT INDICATED Drugs/Alcohol

o Other Distracting Injuries

RELIABLE PATIENT? ]

Unreliable Patient Has:

e Acute Stress Reaction
e Head/Brain Injury

e Altered Mental Status
® |Intoxication with

Positive
Spinal Injury

Spinal Motion
Qote: If any doubt exists...> \ pRestriction /
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